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1838, Balzac altered the title of his proposed novel to " Qui a Terre, a Guerre," and it was not till 1839 that he named the work " Les Pay sans." In 1840 Balzac offered "Les Paysans," which he said was ready to appear in fifteen days, to M. Dujarier, the manager of La Presse, and received 1,650 francs in advance for the novel. However, in 1841 he substituted "Les Deux Fr&res," which was the first part of " La Rabouilleuse," for "Les Paysans," and offered the latter work as if finished to Le Messager and also to the publisher Locquin, under the title of "La Chaumiere et le Chateau."
In April, 1843, Balzac had paid back part of his debt to La Presse by publishing " Honorine " in its columns, but in September, 1844, he received 9000 francs in advance for the still unwritten " Les Paysans." It was further arranged that when this debt had been worked out, he should be given sixty centimes a line for the remainder of the novel, and that La Presse should pay for composition and corrections. It will be noticed that Emile de Girardin, the autocratic chief of La Presse, had at last wearied of the bickering which had gone on between him and Balzac ever since their first relations in 1830, and in 1840 had handed over the task of dealing with the aggravating author to his subordinate Dujarier. The treaty concerning " Les Paysans " was therefore drawn up with Dujarier, and matters no doubt would have proceeded harmoniously,